CHAPTER XIII
THE VILLAGE SCHOOL1

THE intellectual centre of the village is the school.2 It
should develop and maintain rural culture and help to
make the boys and girls grow up better villagers.
Unfortunately in India, as elsewhere, urban ideas and urban
curricula have for long been killing village culture and
spreading the desire for an urban type of life, with the
result that the village and its ways and even its dress have
fallen into contempt, and the villager looks more and more
to the towns for his culture, entertainment, and everything
else; and the ambition of the growing village lad is not
to live in and improve his village but to be a hanger-on of
town life and thought. Instead of getting the best out of
village life, he gets the worst out of town life* Some
colleges are perhaps the worst offenders in creating an
atmosphere of hostility and contempt for rural life and
rural people.

At last, however, the tide has turned and in India, as all
over the rest of the world, there is a very strong movement,
in which the village school is playing a steadily growing
part, to help the village to recover and develop its own
individuality.

The Education Department is developing, as rapidly as

1 The first two chapters of the Report on Vocational Education in
India (1937) should be most carefully studied. They concern the
primary and middle schools and are written by Mr S. H Wood, M.C.

- See The Village Dynamo (English or Urdu, Gulab Singh and Sons,
Lahore, 4 as.;. See also page 280.
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